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as well as the Dominion and Commonwealth, and the Conference
made no positive recommendations upon this matter.
The recommendations of the Conference were with minor modi- TheStatuteof
fications adopted by the Imperial Conference of 1930,1 and they Westminster,
were given legal effect by the passing of the Statute of Westminster,
1931, by the Imperial Parliament on December 11, 1931.2
The preamble to the Statute affirms the free association of the Preamble;
members of the British Commonwealth of Nations united by a Succession,
common allegiance to the Crown, and records that it would be in
accord with the established constitutional position that any alteration
in the law touching the succession to the throne or the royal style
and titles should hereafter require the assent as well of the Parlia-
ments of all the Dominions as of the Parliament of the United
Kingdom.3 The preamble further sets out, in addition to a similar
provision made in section 4 of the Statute itself, that it is in accord
with the established constitutional position that no law hereafter
made by the Parliament of the United Kingdom shall extend to
any of the Dominions otherwise than at the request and with the
consent of that Dominion. Section 4 requires an express declaration
in the Imperial Act that the Dominion has requested and consented
to the enactment thereof. On the abdication of Edward VIII.
in 1936 the request and consent of Canada were recited in the pre-
amble to His Majesty's Declaration of Abdication Act, 1936, passed
on December 11, 1936, and the assent of the Dominion Parliament
was signified when Parliament re-assembled early in 1937 by the
passing of an Act of Assent. Australia had not at that date adopted
the Statute of Westminster, so convention only, not strict law, had
to be considered. A resolution of the Commonwealth Parliament
was passed on the same day and before the Imperial Act was passed,
and the assent of the Commonwealth of Australia and of New
Zealand and South Africa was referred to in the Imperial Act.
The Government of New Zealand requested the passing of the
Imperial Act and the assent of the New Zealand Parliament was
subsequently given. The South African Government took the view
that the throne was vacated by Edward VIII, immediately he signed
the Instrument of Abdication on December 10, and therefore
George VI. was King in South Africa before the passing of the
United Kingdom Abdication Act on December 11. The Status of
the Union Act, 1934, provided (section 5) that the heirs and suc-
cessors of the Crown mean His Majesty's heirs and successors in the
sovereignty of the United Kingdom as determined by the laws relat-
ing to the succession of the Crown of the United Kingdom. By His
1 Summary of Proceedings, pp. 17-21,1930, Cmd. 3717,
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